
West Yorkshire Methodist District welcomes you to

A Celebration of Welcome

and New Beginnings

for the life and work of the

Methodist Church in Bradford

Wednesday 2 September 2009
at Bradford Cathedral commencing at 7.30 pm
Preacher: Rev. R Graham Carter MA

(President of the Methodist Conference 2006/7)

Leaders: Rev. Peter Whittaker BA 

(Chair of the West Yorkshire Methodist District) &

Rev. M Ruth Parry BMinTh

(Deputy Chair of the West Yorkshire District)

Organist: Mr Richard Walsh

ITEMS BY THE MUSIC GROUP will prepare us all for worship.

King of Kings, Majesty

King of Kings, Majesty,

God of heaven, living in me

Gentle Saviour, closest friend

Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End

All within me falls at Your throne

Your Majesty, I can but bow

I lay my all before You now

In royal robes I don’t deserve

I live to serve Your Majesty.

Earth and heaven worship You,

God Eternal, Faithful and True

Who bought the nations, 

ransomed souls

Brought this sinner

near to Your throne

All within me cries out in praise……..
Men of Faith

1)  Men of faith, rise up and sing

2)  Rise up women of the truth,

of the great and glorious King:

stand and sing to broken hearts,

you are strong when you feel weak,
who can know the healing power

in your brokenness complete.

of our glorious King of love?




Chorus:




Shout to the north and the south,




sing to the east and the west:




Jesus is saviour to all,




Lord of heaven and earth.

3)  Rise up church with broken wings:

fill this place with songs again,

of our God who reigns on high;

by his grace again we’ll fly.





Refrain:




We’ve been through fire, we’ve been through rain,




we’ve been refined by the power of his name.




We’ve fallen deeper in love with you,




you’ve burned the truth on our lips.

Martin Smith © Curious? Music UK 1995

Sing to the Lord

Sing to the Lord with all of your heart

Sing of the glory that’s due to his name

Sing to the Lord with all of your soul

Join all of heaven and earth to proclaim

Chorus:

You are the Lord

The Saviour of all

God of creation we praise you

We sing the songs

That awaken the dawn

God of creation we praise you

Sing to the Lord with all of your mind

With understanding give thanks to the King

Sing to the Lord with all of your strength

Living your lives as a praise offering.

Chorus:

You are the Lord………

Teach me To Dance

Chorus

Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart,

teach me to move in the power of your Spirit,

teach me to walk in the light of your presence,

teach me to dance to the beat of your heart.

Teach me to love with your heart of compassion,

teach me to trust in the word of your promise,

teach me to hope in the day of your coming,

teach me to dance to the beat of your heart. (Repeat in final chorus)

You wrote the rhythm of life,

created heaven and earth;

in you is joy without measure.

So, like a child in your sight,

I dance to see your delight,

for I was made for your pleasure,

pleasure.

Let all my movements express

a heart that loves to say ‘yes’,

a will that leaps to obey you.

Let all my energy blaze

to see the joy in your face;

let my whole being praise you,

praise you.



G Kendrick © Make Way Music, 1993
WORDS OF PREPARATION AND WELCOME

HYMN:  O for a thousand tongues to sing

O for a thousand tongues to sing

My great Redeemer's praise,

The glories of my God and King,

The triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God,

Assist me to proclaim,

To spread through all the earth abroad

The honours of thy name.

Jesus - the name that charms our fears,

That bids our sorrows cease;

'Tis music in the sinner's ears,

'Tis life, and health, and peace.

He breaks the power of cancelled sin,

He sets the prisoner free;

His blood can make the foulest clean,

His blood availed for me.

He speaks; and, listening to his voice,

New life the dead receive;

The mournful, broken hearts rejoice;

The humble poor believe.

Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb,

Your loosened tongues employ;

Ye blind, behold your Saviour come;

And leap, ye lame, for joy!

See all your sins on Jesus laid:

The Lamb of God was slain;

His soul was once an offering made

For every soul of man.

In Christ, our Head, you then shall know,

Shall feel, your sins forgiven,

Anticipate your heaven below,

And own that love is heaven.

Charles Wesley (1707-88)

PRAYERS led by Rev. Albert Gayle

God of truth, you are worthy of higher praise than we can offer,

and of purer worship than we can imagine.

By your Holy Spirit, assist us in our prayers

and draw us to yourself, so that what is lacking in our thoughts and actions and in our words and music, may be supplied by your overflowing love: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN
Gracious God, when we do not listen for your word in the words of others,

forgive and renew us.

When we do not use the gifts you have bestowed on us,

forgive and renew us.

When we do not love one another as sisters and brothers in Christ,

forgive and renew us.

When we do not serve our neighbours in their need,

forgive and renew us.

When we do not share the Good News with those around us,

forgive and renew us.

God calls us to serve, forgives us in Christ, and renews us by the Spirit.

Amen.  Thanks be to God.

God of all grace, you call your Church to be a holy people

to the praise of your name.  

In the power of your Spirit, fill our hearts with your love and our lives with your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Reading:  Isaiah 61: 1 - 3   to be read by Miss Kathryn Ogden

           Acts 2: 42 - 47  to be read by Mr Clifford Lees

SILENCE

HYMN  God who sets us on a journey  (Tune: Austria)

God who sets us on a journey
to discover, dream and grow,
lead us as you led your people
in the desert long ago;
journey inward, journey outward, 
stir the spirit, stretch the mind,
love for God and self and neighbour
marks the way that Christ defined.

Exploration brings new insights,
changes, choices we must face;
give us wisdom in deciding,
mindful always of your grace;
should we stumble, lose our bearings,
find it hard to know what's right, 
we regain our true direction
focussed on the Jesus light.

End our longing for the old days, 
grant the vision that we lack - 
once we've started on this journey
there can be no turning back;
let us travel light, discarding
excess baggage from  our past,
cherish only what's essential, 
choosing treasure that will last.
When we set up camp and settle
to avoid love's risk and pain,
you disturb complacent comfort, 
pull the tent pegs up again;
keep us travelling in the knowledge
you are always at our side;
give us courage for the journey, 
Christ our goal and Christ our guide.
                                                                      Joy Dine (New Zealand) © 1969 Hope Publishing Co.
Reading: Luke 4: 16 - 21 to be read by the Rev. Paul Welch

SILENCE

HYMN:  Behold the servant of the Lord!
Behold the servant of the Lord!

I wait thy guiding eye to feel,

To hear and keep thy every word,

To prove and do thy perfect will,

Joyful from my own works to cease,

Glad to fulfill all righteousness.

 Me if thy grace vouchsafe to use,

Meanest of all thy creatures, me,

The deed, the time, the manner choose;

Let all my fruit be found of thee;

Let all my works in thee be wrought,

By thee to full perfection brought.

My every weak though good design

O’errule or change, as seems thee meet;

Jesus, let all my work be thine!

Thy work, O Lord, is all complete,

And pleasing in thy Father’s sight;

Thou only hast done all things right.

Here then to thee thine own I leave;

Mould as thou wilt thy passive clay;

But let me all thy stamp receive,

But let me all thy words obey,

Serve with a single heart and eye,

And to thy glory live and die.

(Charles Wesley 1707-88)

SERMON     The Rev. Peter Whittaker

HYMN  (DURING WHICH THE OFFERTORY for the District 


   Training Fund WILL BE TAKEN)

Lord, for the years  Your love has kept and guided,

 urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,

speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,

teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:

 Lord of the word,  receive Your people’s praise

Lord, for our land in this our generation,

 spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt You,

loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,

hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You:

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us -

self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,

past put behind us, for the future take us:

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Tim Dudley-Smith © 1969 Hope Publishing Co.

OFFERTORY PRAYER led by the Rev. Judith Satchell

COMMISSIONING OF THE NEW CIRCUIT

Leader:  Brothers and Sisters in Christ I ask you join with me in welcoming the birth of the new Calderdale circuit.  

I ask you to pray for the work of the circuit, for its coming together and continuing development.

I ask you to respond to God’s love and care for you by loving and caring for others.

We rejoice in responding to God’s call to love and service.  We will work together and pray for each other, seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit as our new circuit develops.

Will you love and care for each other?

We will.

Will you support one another prayerfully and practically?

We will.

Will you listen again for God’s call to contemporary discipleship?

We will, God being our helper.

May the God who calls us all

Fill us with love

Renew us in worship

And enable us to share Christ with all people.  AMEN

COMMISSIONING OF CIRCUIT STEWARDS 

(Stewards come forward)

To you is entrusted an important leadership role in this new circuit. You are to represent the people, care for those in ministry and help oversee the work of God. I ask you to do this prayerfully, in partnership with others, making your work an offering of loving service. Will you serve in this way as an outworking of your discipleship?
STEWARDS  RESPOND: I will and I ask God to help me and all of you to support me prayerfully as we work together for Jesus.

(Deputy Chair of District and Synod Secretary join the Chair of District in greeting the Circuit Stewards)

COMMISSIONING OF NEW MINISTERS (they come forward)

The Rev. Peter Whittaker presents the Rev. Francis Neil and the Rev. Heather Taylor to the congregation and invites them to make their promises:

Francis and Heather, 

Will you hold before us the story of God’s love and mercy,

above all, the Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and will you be among us as one who preaches the word of God,

administers Baptism, presides at the Lord’s Supper, 

teaches the faith, and cares for the flock?

Francis and Heather respond:


I will.  I ask God to help me, and I invite you all to join with me


in proclaiming the Gospel of life and hope.

Through Christ, we have Good News to share.

Will you hold before us God’s call to holy living and be among us

as one who awakens the careless and strengthens the faithful?
Francis and Heather respond:


I will.  I ask God to help me, and I invite you all to join with me


in commitment to the way of Christ.

May we reveal Christ’s way through our words and example.

Will you hold before us God’s commitment to human community,

to our neighbourhoods and all who live within them,

and to the world that God has made?

Francis and Heather respond:


I will.  I ask God to help me, and I invite you all to join with me


in sharing God’s all-embracing love.

May we respond to Christ in all we meet.

On behalf of the Circuit Stewards, 

Andrew Jacobs says to the people:

Sisters and brothers

Will you welcome Francis and Heather

And will you offer them

Your friendship, support and prayers

As we join together in the work

To which God has called us?

With God’s help, we will.

COMMISSIONING OF THE JOINT SUPERINTENDENTS 

(they come forward)

The Rev. Peter Whittaker presents the Joint Superintendents, 

Revs. Tony Buglass and Ian Coverdale to the congregation and invites them to make their promise.

Tony and Ian, to you is committed the responsibility for the life and work of this new circuit.  Will you, with your colleagues, lay and ordained, care for its people, inspire its witness and watch over its life in the name of Christ?
Tony and Ian respond:  I will, and I ask God to help me.

We will support your leadership in prayerful and practical ways.  

May God bless you and equip you for your work.

PRAYER FOR THOSE ORDAINED AND LAY AUTHORISED AND APPOINTED TO THE NEW CALDERDALE CIRCUIT 

Generous and loving God

we hold before you all who will work in this new circuit

and those called to work with us in the District - 

Presbyters and Lay Employees - Local Preachers and Worship Leaders

those just taking their place amongst us

and those who have been part of our life for some time.

May they and all our people sense the guidance of your Holy Spirit

as we seek news ways to serve

and also remain faithful in our response

to the call of Jesus for today.  AMEN

CIVIC WELCOME by The Mayor of Calderdale

Councillor Ann McAllister

ECUMENICAL WELCOME by the Rev. Hilary Barber

DISTRICT WELCOME by the Synod Secretary, The Rev. Jacky E L             Hale and the Lay Stationing Representative, Mr John H Robinson
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by the Rev. Stephen Barnett
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.     Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

HYMN:  Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down,

Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

All thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesu, thou art all compassion,

Pure, unbounded love thou art;

Visit us with thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never,

Never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,

Serve thee as thy hosts above,

Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,

Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see thy great salvation,

Perfectly restored in thee:

Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heaven we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before thee,

Lost in wonder, love and praise!

(Charles Wesley 1707 - 88)

BLESSING by The Rev. Peter Whittaker followed by

THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU

(John Rutter 1945 -      )

***********************

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:

We express our grateful thanks to:
     Halifax Minster and its helpful staff
        the Team of Caterers from the new circuit
     all who have taken part in or contributed in any practical way to    






this evening’s celebration 
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