Quotes from a paper on poverty presented to Conference, June 2011

1.  It’s embarrassing being in poverty. To be poor is to be written off.
                                                 PLACARD   [IT’S EMBARRASSING]

2.  Poverty is having to decide whether to eat a meal or heat your house.
                                                PLACARD   [EAT OR HEAT]
3.  Poverty is going without a winter coat so you can afford clothes 
     for your children.
                                                  PLACARD   [KIDS FIRST, SO DO WITHOUT]
4.  Poverty is being given endless bowls of soup and cups of tea when 
     what you want is a proper meal.
                                     PLACARD  [SOUP!  I WANT A PROPER MEAL]
5.  Poverty is paying £800 or more to a loan shark, for a washing machine that would have cost a wealthier person just £100.
                                                    PLACARD   [LOAN SHARKS]
6.  Poverty is not just experiencing these things once in a while, but facing them every single day. 
                                                        PLACARD  [DAY AFTER DAY AFTER DAY]
7.   Poverty is not only about shortage of money. It is about rights and relationships; about how people are treated and how they regard themselves; about powerlessness; exclusion and loss of equality.

                                                PLACARD [WHAT RIGHTS?  WHAT EQUALITY?]
