COMPLETE ORDER OF SERVICE
Jesus looks at Calderdale Poverty

Before service, arrange ‘homeless bed’ at front of church using cardboard boxes (some flattened) and a sleeping bag. Bag could be lightly stuffed to represent a body curled up.

Need either flip chart(s) or big sheets of paper mounted ready for activity. Need MARKER PENS available. OR could use laptop/projector
Before the service, ask SEVEN people to bring out a placard and read a quotation into the mike at the front. Give out these placards and numbered quotations. Quotations on ‘Quotations Sheet’, cut so that have one each to read. The placard has abbreviated quote, marker penned onto cardboard on a stick.
Different leaders may take different parts of the service, and up to 5 readers! Three mikes would be ideal, left, right and ‘leader’. If power point not possible, the congregation will need the service sheet plus Hymns and Psalms.  
Power point  for 10 minutes before service shows 19 slides on a loop – B & W photos plus bible texts about poverty. (Phaw stands for Poverty and Homelessness Action Week.) Alternatively, use these slides as the intercession prayer, to stimulate thought and commitment in silence without oral input.
Change to the service power point.   SLIDE 1
Good morning. Our service today will consider how Jesus sees our Calderdale neighbours, and, so we sing, as our prayer of approach to worship, Jesu, Jesu.      SLIDES 2 and 3 and 4
Our Lord Jesus Christ, though he was rich, for our sakes became poor; so that through his poverty, we might become rich.                                                                                                        Our first hymn sings our thanks and praise for what God in Jesus did and still does

                My song is love unknown  SLIDES  5 to 11
We offer our prayers of thanks and praise, and confess our failings. SLIDES  12 to 15

Creator God, provider of life, merciful Father and all-wise judge:    
We praise and thank you.
Jesus our Lord, born in poverty, who died and rose victorious to save us:  
We praise and thank you.
Holy Spirit, our inspiration, guide and strength:      We praise and thank you. 
For Christ’s teaching and example on which we model our lives; and for your disciples down the years who have served and extended your Kingdom:    We praise and thank you.

But, Father we admit our frequent weaknesses.
When we hide your light of truth when faced by challenging or difficult people:  
 Father, forgive us.

For putting our comfort before others’ needs:      Father, forgive us.
For failing to oppose injustice:       Father, forgive us.
For not offering your teaching and love to those we meet:     Father, forgive us.

Our silent confessions
God of truth and love
be merciful to us as we seek your promised forgiveness through Jesus Christ our Lord.
God, who is faithful and just, assures us of pardon and peace.
Amen. Thanks be to God.
Our Lord’s Prayer 
Reading Luke 4 unannounced     SLIDE 16       
leading to  activity with flip chart or laptop/projector
Who will Jesus see as the “poor” and the “broken victims” around here?

Could collect the suggestions under four headings; headings could be pre-prepared then revealed
(1)Material and health – money, food, home, clothes, heating, furnishing etc plus injury, disabled, addict etc

(2)Work skills and life skills  – unemployed, few skills, no qualifics, no ambition, low confidence, low self-esteem

(3) Relationships – few friends, little family support, no role models

(4) Spiritual
3and 4 may need encouraging. 2, 3, and 4 could fit on one sheet. Suggest adding HEADINGS to these 4 groups, but point out that

If the terms “Deserving and Undeserving poor” are raised during this activity, they should be challenged: 
Hands up if you NEED the grace of our L JC, the love of God and the fell’ship of the H S.

Now hands up if you DESERVE the grace of our LJC, the love of God, etc.

As our Methodist anthem asks “And can it be that I should gain? Died he for me – UNDESERVING me – who caused his pain?” 

There are many poor people, everywhere; even middle-class families are scarred by relationship poverty and spiritual poverty.

 Poverty has many causes, and deep poverty comes out of a combination of problems.

In 2011, there was a major debate at Methodist Conference about poverty and how we should respond as individuals and as a church. The research paper included many quotes from people who really know what poverty means.   SLIDE 17
The 7 people come forward with placards aloft – they each read their quote into the mike, then add their placard to the sleeping bag and cardboard display.

These are all our brothers and sisters. We sing:

                          Brother, sister, let me serve you    SLIDES 18-20

We all know what Jesus said, don’t we? 
If I give a correct quotation, say “Oh, yes he did” 
or if incorrect, say “Oh, no he didn’t”.                              SLIDE 21
1. Jesus said “You cannot serve God and money.”
2. Jesus said “The strong and powerful will inherit the earth.”
3. Jesus said “Don’t store up treasure on earth.”
4. Jesus said “Give to Caesar whatever he would like.”

5. Jesus said “Blessed are the comfortable for God has looked after them.”

6. Jesus said “Give to those who ask; don’t ignore those who want to borrow.”

7. Jesus said “Look after yourself first, then give the poor what’s left.”
8. Jesus said “Invite to your party those with the best clothes.”

9. Jesus said “Anything you do for the hungry, you do for me.”

10.  Jesus said “Blessed are those who suffer for my sake.”

Good - I think you managed 10 out of 10. But, remember this chap.

Reader reads Mark 10 vv 17 – 22 without giving chapter and verse.
Oh dear. He knew the theory, but wasn’t prepared to tackle the practical test. 

Jesus sets us the same challenge, in the words of our next hymn                                                  “Will you come and follow me?”    SLIDES 22 to 26

Jesus gave us a clear model in the Beatitudes.   SLIDE 27
Two readers counter-read the reflection on the Beatitudes.eg one on left, one on right
Then a reader reads the poem, including the intro, This year I’m not coming     SLIDE 28

Jesus came as our example of service  From heaven you came      SLIDES 29 to 32

Remembering what we have received, undeserving, by the love of Jesus, we make our offerings for God’s work.   SLIDE 33

Offering is received    SLIDE 34
We pray:

To those in need, may we bring your provision To those in distress, may we bring your comfort
To those in sickness, may we bring your healing  To those who have nothing, may we bring your abundance
To those who are lonely, may we bring your fellowship To those who are far from you, may we bring your truth.         AMEN 
Talk about what Calderdale Church is doing, and appeal for further.
Jesus is looking at us (his disciples – his body) and he looks at all the people of Calderdale. He sees many people living in comfort, although 10,000 Calderdale children are officially living in poverty, and he sees a few areas with concentrations of poverty. The ward around the St Augustine’s centre has over 70% deprivation which puts it in the bottom 10% of wards in the whole country. The few but amazingly generous church members, plus other church people, use two vicarage buildings to lead over 60 volunteers in outreach to their community. This is a diverse mix of many nationalities and faiths including refugees, asylum seekers and East European migrants. In a recent 6 month count, they helped 554 individuals from 164 families with advice and valuable support, language classes, lunches and a nursery. An amazing Church outreach, raising the confidence and self-esteem in a community that feels itself to be largely ignored.

What else does Jesus see his church doing? Two churches in North Halifax house Credit Unions (a sort of bank for those who the big banks ignore). Credit Unions are an alternative to Door-step Lenders and Loan Sharks who are a menace. People in serious debt need advice and support if they are to return to solvency, and Christians Against Poverty provides workers who give this one-to-one individual help. Kings Church and All Saints support Christians Against Poverty, which reduces family break up and even suicide. Churches Together in Central Halifax have become a branch of Church Action against Poverty which is an ecumenical body campaigning on behalf of the poor; eg by urging law change to control lenders, and by pressing for a living wage rather than the minimum wage rate. Do you know that all Methodist employees MUST now be paid, at least, the LIVING wage rate of £7.20 per hour? 
Family and relationship breakdowns, abuse and addiction put many people into very insecure housing, perhaps sleeping temporarily on a friend’s floor, with a few having to sleep in tents or in skeps under a cover of cardboard. Several churches provided volunteers over 4 weekends this winter to give emergency sleeping accommodation in Carlton, Hx Salvation Army and Kings. This provision is called ‘Inn Church’ and will be developed further next winter.  Another group is Alpha Housing  supported by Christ Church Pellon and this has supported people into setting up home on a longer term.    Two Christian groups work to help addicts escape from addiction. Kings Church supports COLT Change of Lifestyle Training and Sowerby Bridge Elim supports Teen Challenge.

Over 70 churches give generous support and provide volunteers for the Food and Support Drop-in based at Ebenezer, Halifax. This provides essential food, toiletries and bedding to over 100 people in need each Saturday. The Drop-in , Salvation Army and Tod Churches Together provided Christmas Day lunches, and toys for a few hundred children were again organised at the Salvation Army. St Mary’s Halifax used to be the base for a furniture re-using group until a fire stopped this work.

We have listed these organisations, with contact details on a handout to take home. Apologies to the many others not listed. And, of course, there are all the Church lunch groups and children’s activities, pastoral visits, third world aid, plus lots more.        

Could and should we be doing more? A question we must ask ourselves constantly. Christ’s body, his church, is called to be salt and light and also to be a team – working with energy, imagination and gritty determination to serve our neighbours. New projects will be developed, but there is a constant need for new workers in the existing teams if projects are to continue. The Circuit Church and Society Group is leading a conference on Oct 13th when we want all the Calderdale church to look seriously at where there are still gaps in our work against poverty - poverty in all its forms.
If we see our neighbours as Jesus sees them, we can serve them as Jesus would serve them.                       

In our prayers of Intercessions, after the phrase ‘Father God’, will you respond  SLIDE35
may your kingdom come, here, as it is in heaven.
Our God and King, you are our help in troubled times, our light in the dark and our guide through the complexities of life.  Teach us how we can be salt and light to our neighbours, to our community and our world; help us to be closer to your mind as we try to be your workers in this place. 
Father God,              may your kingdom come, here, as it is in heaven.
We pray for the eyes of Jesus, who does not see the migrant or the settled, the housed or the homeless, the employed or the unemployed; He sees and loves the person. Forgive us when we put up barriers between ourselves and others; help us to show love to all without constraint.
Help us, your church, to build communities without barriers, where all are valued because all are made in your image.
Father God,          may your kingdom come, here, as it is in heaven.
We pray for our world, split apart by injustice, poverty and conflict in which the poor and weak suffer the most. Bless all who work for justice and peace, and restrain all who would use violence whether between nations, races, religions or families.
Father God,          may your kingdom come, here, as it is in heaven.
We pray for our land, its leaders and decision-makers. May they have integrity, wisdom and vision, so that, in a time of economic stress, our caring and sharing community gives equal opportunities to all without exploitation . We pray for a just allocation of resources for all the world’s people. 
Father God,             may your kingdom come, here, as it is in heaven.
We pray your spirit with all who support the homeless, the troubled and the ill. And we pray your hand on those, anywhere in the world, who are hungry, homeless, or ill, especially we ask your presence for (NAMED PERSONS and)  those we bring to you now. (PAUSE for silent prayers)  

Father God,                 may your kingdom come, here, as it is in heaven.
We pray for the whole church, for our local groups and those in distant parts, that our witness and work fulfil your intention and carry your love to all our neighbours near and far.

Merciful and loving Father, accept these our prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

                          AMEN
Our closing hymn   The Church of Christ …Spirit-led …in full obedience to our Lord.
   SLIDES 36 to 38
     SLIDE 39                Closing prayer of commitment
As our closing prayer of commitment, we pray
        May we go as light in a darkened world
       And as salt in a corrupt world;
       May we be a city on a hill to those who seek
       And a star in the sky to those who are lost;
       May Christ’s presence shine wherever we go;
       May we be a living expression 
       Of Christ’s love to all people.
       AMEN
